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; tL. DATE ‘te 2. LOCATION» "112. CONCLUSIONS | 

: Vicinity O Was Bolloon | 

A:-3 ner Levelland, Texas Q Probably Belloon 

3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION eo Benen cores 

: 2Q:Ground- Vi sual 0 Ground-Radar }O Was Aireroft | 


Ol Probobly Aircroft 


) ee ‘ae _ | O Air Visuel O Air-Intereept Rodar | 9 Possibly Aircroft 
| 5. PHOTOS ~ | 6. SOURCE GO Was Astronomical 
O Yes O Probobly Astronomicol 
O:Ne Civilia D Possibly Astronomical “ 
7. LENGTH OF.OSSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE | Ox Orheriia | . Ln | 
0 nk dahl Dato fer Evaluetion 
: 0 nknown 
_3 seconds to «+ mins Ona varied 
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11, COMMENTS 
this case triggwered off more than 300 |atter very extensive checks and 
Similar ay desc¥ribe d rep jOYTS Within 4a detailed al ahi lel? Siac by the 
5b day period because of the nation- le Baa nud oat + mS eae | 
yore piblicity and sensationalism giverAir Force anc with COMpPLe ve CO. 
the abr cen? radio and TY. Ah lag | laboration with both 4&4 ir Force & 
7 £1 rats oO a yet r >] " <3 14. ; 
round laped Object, Beneratiy Diuish- lio, covernmental scientists it was 
white or gree: 1ish-. white in color. leanne lauded that the Sishtins was 
The size and maneuve of the obj CPR AUUGH VhGt GNe SARNEADS Was 
varicd with diitferent (6) observers, due to a very rare phenomena, ball 


which ranged «tm the size of a_ basket 
ba ls to 800 feet in le sngth, although 


rhe ma jority reporting: that the obj. 


lightning, 


hoveret above the ground. Most of “the 
observers Pag rte that the obj afiecte 
Or Scoppe their Cars L7n1l1tion,. , Ppuratiion Of Slentings ranged fm 2 .secs 
CO 4 stopped Bi LenitTy Cait To note tHat A ? but one, obsfrver Mentioned Li 
fins or liczhtking flashes & the “sxistahce of rain or mist in the sraa: 
ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP 52) [ 
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U.$ AIR FORCE TECHNICAL INFORMATION SHEET | 


This questionnaire has bean prepared so that you can give the U. S. Air Force as much 
information as possible concerning the unidentified aerial phenomenon that you have observed, 
Pisase try to answer as many questions as you possibly can. The information that you give will 
bs usad for reseorch purposes, and will be regarded as confidential material. Your name will nos 
ba used in connection with any statements, conclusions, or publications without your permission. 
We request this personal information so that, If it is deemed necessary, we may contact you for 
furthor details. 
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]. Whan did you see the object? TR ek) ee = a | 
Hour Minutes | 
| a SS ee oe 
Day Month P.M, | 
3. Time zons: 
{Circie Ore): a. Eastern (Circle One): a. Daylight Saving 
b, Cantral b, Standard 
¢. Mountain 
d. Pacific 
a, Other . 
4. Where were you whan you sow the object? 
~ Nearest Poatol Addrass | ee town ee Stote or Country 
Additional romerks: —< hardin i tld Mle : (fue 


5. Estimate how long you sow the object, —_ fF -/ 3. e, 


Hours Minutes Seconds 


5.1 Circle one of the following to indicate how certain you are of your answer to Question 5, 


c, Certain c. Not very sure 
b, Fairly certain d. Justa guess 


6 What was the sondition of the sky? 


(Circle One}: «, Bright daylight d. Justa trace of daylight P 
b, Dull daylight (a.\No trace of daylight 
c. Bright twilight? » Don’t remember 


—_—EEoxol a: ww OEE a ee 


7. IF you saw tha object during DAYLIGHT, TWILIGHT, or DAWN, where was the SUN located as you looked at 
tha objact? 


(Circle One}: a. in front of you d, To your left 
b. In back of you e, Overhead 
¢, To your right f. Don't remember 
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ATIC FORM NO, 164(13 OCT 54) 


Abbr eve wig bates el a aT Ee) a ee ee, eT if by 


—me 


8, iF you saw the ovject, of NIGHT, TWILIGHT, or DAWN, what did you notice concerning the STARS and MOON? 


——— oe me Ae 2 os ee! 


8,1 STARS (Cirele Ona): §.2 MOON (Circle One): 
a, None 0. Bright moonlight 
b, A few b. Dull moonlight 
¢. Many c. No moonlight — pitch dark 
cd, Don’t remomber d. Don't remember 


= SS ae gy ee i ee fe a ee ee —e ee 
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9, Was the objec? brighter than the background of the sky? 


- 
# 
= 


(Circle One): a, Yes | | b. No - c. Don’t remember 
: mtmiepen igs 2 ee 7 - 


10, IF it wes BRIGHTER THAN the sky background, was the brightness like that of an automobile headlight?: 


(Circle One) a. Amile or more away (a distant car)? - 
b, Several blocks away? 


c. Ablock away? 
d. Several yards away? 


ES EES IGA SR EID. 2c nS 

1}, Did the object: (Circle One for each question) 
a. Appear to stand still at any time? Yes “No- Don’t Know 
b. Suddenly speed up and rush away at any time? Yos No Don’t Know 
¢. Break up into ports or explode? Yee No Don’t Know 
d. Give off smoke? Yes No Don’t Know 
ea. Change brightness? Yes No Don’t Know 
f. Change shape? Yes No Don't Know 


g. Fiicker, throb, or pulsate? Yos No Don’t Know 


— 


12. Did the object move bahind something at anytime, particularly a cloud? 


(Circle One): Yes No-- Don’t Know. IF you answered YES, then tell what 
EOE TS RE Cer ee en a ree ae Sn a a eae 


ee Se rm a 6 ee ee SS 
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13. Did the object move in front of something at anytime, particularly a cloud? 


(Cirele One): Yes No~™ Don't Know. IF you answered YES, than tell what 
Ee a as ae Oe ee ane ene Eee 


SS ———EE— 


a — ee i ee Sa 


14, Did the object appear: (Circle Ona): ‘ay Solltd? b, Transparent? c, Don't Know, 


15. Did you observe the object through ony of the following? 


a, Eyeglasses Yes No e. Bincculars Yes No 
b, Sun glasses Yos No ff. Telescope Yes No 
@, Windshield Yes No g. Theodolite Yos No 
d. Window glass Yos No a a ft 4 ae ee Sa oe 
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Poge 3 
16, Toll in « fow words the following things about the object. 
- Fs ros / 
:' aa “ - » » .. = wf , P . “s A f 
a. Sound 204240 -H 6 ot Ort Ct Ded rl gS 8 Fs dts, ol. 


b, Color 


17. Drow ¢ picture that will show the shape of the object or objects. Label ond Include in your sketch ony detalle 
of the object tho? you saw auch as wings, protrusions, ote., and especially exhaust? trails or vapor trails. Place 
on crrow bealde the drawing to show the direction the object was moving, 


18. The ‘dene of the obleet were! 
(Circle Ona): o. Fuzzy of blurred @. Other 
b. Like a brigh? stor 

e. Sharply outlined 

d. Don't remember 


19% IF ae was MORE THAN ONE chien, ini WE mony were Tor ae 
Draw o picture of how they ware arranged, and pu? an arrow to show the direction thot they were travel ing, 


Pege 4 


20, Draw a picture that will show the motion that the object or objects made, Place an “A” at the beginning 
of the path, o °B” 0? the und of the path, and show any changes In direction during the course. 


Al / a Te iin, S 


onl r i r i ; 
| CUS Om 


21, JF POSSIBLE, try to guess or estimate wha? the real size of the object was in its longest dimension, B.] 
aS a | 


= . r= < — 


92, How large did the object or objects oppear as comporad with one of the following objects held in the hand 
ond at cbout arm’s length? 


(Circis One): a, Head of a pin g. Silver dollar 
b. Pea h. Basebal! 
c, Dims : i. Grapafruit 
d. Nickef j. Basketball 
| Quarter k. Other 


Oe. 
| §. Holt dollar 
23,4 (Circle Ona of the following to indicate how cartaln you ora of your answar to Question 22, 


a, Certain c. Not very sure 
b, Fairly certein d, Uncertain 


2 ——= 


23, How did the object or objects disappaar from view? 


24. tn order that you con glva aa clear a picture oa possible of what you saw, wa would like for you to Imagine that you could 
construc? the object that you saw. Of what type material would you moke It? How large would it be, and what shope 
would It have? Describe in your own words o éommen object or objects which whan placed up In the sky would giva the 
game oppesrance as the object which you sow, 
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PiGE-TWO RJEDDN 24 ) | 2: ORS eens . ee — | 
IMMEDIATE AREA HAD EXPERIENCED POWER FAILURE IN HIS TRUCK AT 
APPROXIMATE TIME OF THIS SIGHTING PD INVESTIGATION PROVET THAT £ 


ROTOR HAD BEEN CHANGED ON THE FARMERS TRUCK THE PREVIOUS DAY PD 
ONE PIECE OF THE OLD ROT 


REMOVED AND HAD WEDGED IN 


BETWEEN THE POINTS CAUSING pk tinsel: Tete TQ BE NOW NON 


i 


OPERATIVE PD THIS STATEMER IT WAS OBTAINED FROM 


HAD Re PAIRED & TRUCK PD AF FORM 112 WILL FOLLOW AS SOON As 


49/0262 NOV RJEDDN 


PAGE TWO RJEDDN 14 

CONDITIONS MIGHT HAVE DEVELOPED TO ERING AECUT ST ELMO FIRE OR 
THE LIKE PD 2. POSSIBILITY OF EXCESS EURNING GAS FROMOIL 
CPERATIONS REFLECTION OFF 4%9 FOOT CLOUD COVER PD 3. PCSSIBILITY 
CY DOMRED POWER LINE SPARKING OFF WET GROUND PD SCUTHWESTER PUBLIC 
SERVICE CO IS CHECKING wITH REA COOPS CN ANY OTHER CONCERN WITH 
POWER LINES INTC AREA FOR FAILURE PD SOUTHWESTERN Is POWER 
COMPANY IN AREA PD THEY WILL PHONE INFO RECEIVED TO REESE AFE 

WHC WILL FORWARD TC THIS CRTANIZATION PD DR RALPH § UNERVOOD CMI 
TEXAS TECH ASTRONOMY EXPERT CNM STATED THAT THE FOLLOWING 
OOSSIFILITIES EXISTED AS HE UNDERSTOOD THE SIGHTING CLN NATURAL 
PHENCNENA NOT FULLY UNDERSTAND CMM POSSIFLY CAUSED EY RAIN Chit 
AND HE STATED THAT THE POSSIBILITY EXISTED THAT THEY CANE FROM 
OUTER SPACE BUT HE PERSONALLY DID NOT PELIEVE THIS TC FE THE CASE 
PD DR UNDERWOOD ALSO CONCURED WITH NUMBERS CNE AND TWO AROVE PD 
END PRCLIMINARY REPORT PD AF FORM 112 WILL FCLLOW AS SCON AS 
POSSIFLE PD END 

ET 
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LEVELLAND, ‘'EXAG "BLUE LIGHT*® CAsE 
2 November 15957 


Five witossses report seeing objects in the vicinity of 
Levelland, Texas on the night of 2 November 1957. The time revorted 
by these witnesses is between 2300 and 2400 hours. The general dese 
eription of the UFO's is that they were round to oval in shape and 
radged from the size of a baseball to @ basketball. The colors 
reported were white with a creenish tint, blue, reddish glow, red and 
& flasa of white light. Several of the witnesses reported that the 
engine of their cur Cied due to electrical disturbances. The durae 
tion of most of theses sishtings was approximately several seconds. 
4% 2045 on , November 1957, a witness reported an UFO as red and the 
size of a basketball, connected to a larger darxer object by wha%s 
apnearsd to be 2 cable. After apmroximately three or fow siautes 
the object rose oni disappeared into the base of the clouds, 


The weather at the tice of the sightings on 2 November 1957, 
was a |00* overcast, visibility three miles, light and variable. 
fhere was 4 driazls or light rain throughout the period and the 
area had been suojected to heavy thunderstorms past prior to the 
Sightings. The weather on the kth of November 1957, thick heavy 

Clouds and light raine 


It is concluded that the cause of the sightings on 2 ilovember 
1957, was probably due to a phenomena mown as "Ball Li¢htninge". 
The cause for the witnesses cars stopping could be attributed to 
the sudden disposition of moisture on distributor parts, capecially 
if moisture condensation nuclei were enhanced by increased atmose 
pheric ionization. In one instance a Paulty distributor was deter- 
mined as being the cause for the motor stoppase. 


The object sighted on 4 November 1957, was probvably a weather 
balloon with the safety light which 1s attached to these balloons 


for nicht launchings. - 
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PAGE TWO RJWFLB 4 
UNKNOWN» 


‘ ‘aie > , eo fol , 
HO SOUNDED LIKE THUNDER ae | IP fi 


ane FLASHING NEON cr ay ee a  gfoaclae™ 
As SOUND AND SIGHT y ie 
Be UNKNOWN fe GP og A 
Ce UNKNOWN 
De UNKNOWN 


A. GROUND VISUAL ae ae 


Be NONE 
= yay a ecm tig ib tee a 
A 3- 


OG 


fy a0 rr ie 330k « } 
A. FIRST SIGHTED PRIOR TO 2539 HOURS ZULU TIME, 3 NOVEMBER 


1iS57- EXACT HOUR UNKNOWN 

Be NIGHT 

>e IN AND AROUND LEVELLAND TEXAS 
Se 


A. CIVILIANS-SHERRIF ‘WIN CLEM, ee ee ae 
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LEVELLAND, TEXAS, AND THE LITTLEFIELD HIGHWAY PATROL eat | 
UNNAMED.» AGES, MAILING ADDRESSES AND OCCUPATION OF EACH 

INDIVIDUAL UNKNOWN. . 

Be NZA \ a | 
7s Ae UNKNOWN or P A if : ) 
Bs 6,929-150/13, QPNPPPAQUPXWTN QYNPPAWEPXETN WPNPPPA eS: 7 
WRPXETN EPNPPPAWTPXYTN TPNPPPAWRTXYTN IPNPPO-UNKNOWN. 


C. 12,00 FEET. 


ti.°SAMUEL GOLDSTEIN, CAPTAIN, USAF, ASSISTANT WING OPER- 
ATIONS OFFICER. NO IDEA OF THE POSSIPLE CAUSE OF SIGHTING. 
12. NONE 

BT 


De 15 MILES. | 

Ee 7/10. 

Fe NONE 

8. NONE | 

9. REESE AFB, TEXAS, PROVOST MARSHALL MAJOR DANIEL Re KESTER 

VIITED THE ALLEGED SCENE IN CONJUNCTION WITH LOCAL CIVIL 

AUTHORITIES» NEGATIVE RESULTS. ——— “The sy ah ger ee 

19. UNKNOWN a ae Be 
| 
| 


%3/2228Z NOV RJWFLB 


SUBJ: Request for Air Sctlence Division Review of Levelland Case 


ball lightning can hover above the ground, and blue-white light (the 
color most reported) is a characteristic: color, (See brief excerpt 
from an authoritative source from research done on the subject.) 


4, Request that applicable persormel of Air Sciences Division, in 
collaboratim with other ATIC units necessary, determine or give their 


viewpoints in regard to the following "missing factor" of the hypothsasis; 


&. What effect does nearby lightning discharges have on the 
elsctrical circuits, or voltage potential? 

b. Could 011 vapor (from thehearby oil fields) suspended in the 
water droplets in the air bs ignited to cause an explosion, or a ball 
of light somewhat similar to a flash-bulb light? Mist, heavy eclondsa 
and a very low csiling existed at that time, 


5. Formal request in writing is made because the case file will 
undoubtedly be sent to Washington and/or turned over to the TV group, 
LOMOLrrow » 


6 To satisfy both the demands of Headquarters USAF, and to possibly 
incprporate this in the material required by the aforementioned writers 
and story researchers due in tomorrow, your cooperation in this matter 
would be appreciated, 


5 tnels GEORGE! T, 
“© Captain USAF 
UFO Project Officer *{ 


as | 7 
GREGORY ’ 


Flin» ” detain . a 


ee TT 


Analyst's Comments or Conclustons: 


"Ball Lightning" - 


lL. In the opinion of the undersigned, after careful 
search, study, and consideration of all data available, the 
phenomenon was undoubtedly related to the meteorological 
conditions that existed in the area at that time: fog, 
light rain, mist, very low ceiling (00 feet) and lightning 
discharges. The latter were definitely established through 
the results of numerous investigative reports, 


2. Probably contributing to the ohenomenon were the 
oil fires that were also burning in the victnity. An olil- 
saturated mist is capable of vroducing a "fluorescent glow" 
(as described) upon excitation from a lightning discharge, 


3. In summation, all of the above were conducive to a 
"ball lightning” manifestation -- a field, cf which very 
littie is known by admission of writers and authorities 
themselves (Dr. John Trombridge, Enelop. 4m.3; Frof. T. A. 
Bleir, Univ. of Ne>oraska, Weather Elements, among others). 

ee 
he A ALL sre in agreement, however, of the following, 
wnieh, significantly, are the almost exact characteristics 
and descriptions of the "Levelland phenomena"; 


a. Ball lightning can take many unusual or weird 
spherical or ellivtical shapes. 


b. It is predominantly brilliant blue-or bluish- 
white in color. 


c. It can float slowly some distance above the 
ground, 


5S. the close vroximity of ball lightnine or lightning 


discharges is capable of lonizing the air that may, in turn, 
effect moisture-laden ignition components of a motor vehicle. 
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19 February 1958 


RE: Prime Source in Levelland UFO Case 


During the course of the investigation at Levelland, 
all attempts possible were made to locate RUE, 
truck driver and prime™source in the sighting. 


Contrary to newspaper reports, source did not live 
in Levelland. He was from outside the city and could not 
be contacted by the sheriff of Hockley County. | 
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Hovers Near Atomic Bunkers 


WHITE SANDS PROVING and Started blinking on and - 
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Office Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


To + Office of Information Services, USAF DATE: 19 Nov 57 
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igs ‘Personal Services Branch, Office of Public Services, OASD(PA), OSD 


SUBJECT: 


Referral of Correspondence 
The inclosed comminication is referred herewith for such 


NE 
action and direct'reply as considered appropriate. 
The writer has not been advised of this referral. 


La L, tod, a . 
Peter A. Erickson f Lp 
Lt. Gole MPC a | ‘ia 


Personal Services Branch 
Office of Public Services 
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}. LEVELLAND INCIMENT - 2 Novewber 1957 (UNCLASSIFIED) 


ee A mysterious object, whose shape was described variously as 
ranging from round to oval, and predominantly bluish-white 
in color was observed separately by six persons near the 
town of Levelland, Texas. Times of observations ranged 
from 2300 hours to after 0130 hours, night of 2-3 November 
1957. Size of the object was estimated from that of a 
basketball to that of an object 200 feet in length. 


>. The unusual aapect of this incident was the atetement by 
@& nwaber of observers that their car's ignition stcppe? | 
completely during the occurrence. | 


¢c. In a matter of hours this incident was given nation-wide 
publicity by the nation’s press, radio sud TV networks. 
For the next 72 hours ATIC and Headauartera UBSAP were deluged 
with a flood of UFO reports, the majority of observers 
claiming to have encountered a somewhat similar phenomenon: 
a dazzling bluish-white object, generally ovel in shape, 
swooping down or floating nearby - that stopped their car's 
ignition. The reports were from persons of some standing in 
their cosmmmmities casually reporting seeing the objects to 
those insisting that the "blue lights" stopped their cara in 
heavy traffic in the middle of large cities dwring broad dny- 
light. : 


\ 


Intensive investigations produced information not gurerally 
given by newapapers and other media previonaly. For example: 
it vasa piteh durk, rain and mist was falling, a very low 
celling existed, there were lightning dilecharges, and the 

sigatings took place near an areas where excess gases from 
oi] operations vere being burned. In scae instances, faulty 
ignition systems and near freezing tesperatures were found 
Guring toe investigations. . 


A rmuaber of the observers intarviewed admitted the presence 
of lightning ce flashes of light. The prime source could not 
ba located for intervioy and interrogations by USA? investigators. 


After exhaustive studies and analyses by tha Air Force, end 
in full collaveration with ocuteide eclentists and experta, 
it was concinied that the gighting was due to a very rare 
lightning phenomenon “ Li * zie hniz Bo definite con- 


® possible effects of 


ball lightning en ignition selene. (411 agreed that the 
compination of conditions existing in toe srea at the tinue 
were definitely conducive to the phenemenocn. A study of the 
very fow existing photoarapas cf ectual ball lightning 
further confirmed the conclusion.) 
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Levelland, Tex. (UP) — A 
mysterious egg-shaped object, 


red as a blinding setting sun | 


and faster than the speed of 
sound, streaked over West 
Texas and New Mexico Satur- 
day night and early yesterday, 
| and one man said he even saw 
it sitting in the highway. 
James A. Lee of Abilene, 
Yex., who is a member of the 
National Investigations Com- 
mittee on Aerial Phenomena, 
rushed here to investigate and 


said he will send a report to 
jhe got out to investigate the 


Washington. ‘ 

The object was also report- 
ed seen in the vicinities of 
| Midland, Tex., 110 miles south 
of Levelland, and Clovis, N.M., 


SE EEE 


about 70 miles northwest of 


Levelland, . 


' THE MOST graphic descrip- 
tion came from Jesse D. Long 
of Waco, Tex., who said the 


object killed the engine of his 


automobile and put out his 
headlights. 
Other motorists said it did 


the same thing to their cars. | 


Long said the object ap- 


peared to be about 200 feet. 


long and landed in the high- 
way in front of his car. When 


thing took off straight up. 
SHERIFF Weir Clem and 


Deputy Sheriff Pat McCul-- 


lough, who went out to in- 


; something had exploded,” Sa- 


li -4- S77 


‘Blinding ling ‘F lying saucer 


‘Stops’ Texas Motorcars 


vestigate the reports, said 
they spotted the object streak- | 
ing across. the sky in front 
of their car. 

“Tt lit up the whole pave-| 
ment in front of us for about 
|}two seconds,” said Clem. He 
called it oval shaped and said 
it looked like -a brilliant red. 
sunset, : 

Lee, thoroughly impressed, 
said reports that automobile 
engines stalled and headlights | 
went out convinced him a fly- 
ing object definitely had 
visited the area. 

He said machines inside the 
object “disturb the magnetic 
field of balance” and will 
cause car engines to stall and } 
compasses tO go awry. 


LEE SAID he definitely did 
not think the object was 
launched by the United States. 

Pedro Sacido, a Levelland 
motorist, was the first to re- 
port sighting the thing. He said 
j he was. driving west of Level- | 
land on State Highway 116 
about 11:15 p.m. (CST) Satur- 
day, when it flashed over him 
with a terrific noise. : 

“Tt sounded like an ear-split- 
ting clap of: thunder—as - if 


cido told the sheriff. 


_ He said it Killed his engine’ 
and knocked out his headlights: 
‘until after it passed over, | 
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_.. JUST BEFORE MIDNIGHT. TRUCK DRIVER | WAS DRIVING TOWARD T 
WITH A PASSENGER, QQEEMMBMMIP WHEN A HUGE TORPEDO-SHAPED OSJECT DESCENDED 


oS 


200 FEET LONGs 
__.. AS THE MYSTERIOUS OBJECT. CAME CLOSER, THE CAR LIGHTS DIMMEDe THEN THE 
ENGINE SPUTTERED AND DIEDs OS, JUMPED OUT ANDO DIVED UNDER THE TRUCKs 
WATCHED FROM THE CAB+ THE STRANGE OBJECT SETTLED CLOSE TO THE ROAD» 


THE BLUE-GREEN LIGHT WAS TOO BRIGHTs  <___- 


FOR TWO OR THREE MINUTES THE UFO REMAINED THERE» THEN IT QUICKLY LIF 
_ ITS GLOW CHANGING TO RED AS IT CLIMBEDe | 


_WORKED CORRECTLYs HE OROVE_INTO LEVELLAND» TOLD THE SHERIFF HIS STORY. 
SMM AS A WITNESS. 


tsa AT FIRST» SHERIFF WEIR CLEM WAS INCREDULOUS. BUT _IN THE NEXT HOUR HE 


_ BY LOW APPROACH OF (WHAT WA 
WERE TRUCKER 


APPARENTLY) | 


THE SAME OBJECTe 


_ 


WACO. 
_____WHILE 


WAS CHECKING ONE REPORT» HE ANDO O&PUTYs 


HIGHWAY « THIS ALSO WAS SEEN BY, | 
FOLLOWING IN SEPARATE CARSe 
eee he) ee hs. Oe ee ee | 


mm — | _— 
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TOWARD THE HIGRWAYe IT HAD A BLUISH-GREEN GLOW, ANO IT APPEAREO TO BE 150 TO 03 


NOY “'. 1987 “LEVELLANDs TEXASe HIGHWAY 116  (KEYHOE-1960 P 114) 2 WITNESSESOC 
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WHETHER IT LANDED» OR WAS HOVERING YUST OFF THE GROUND + SQM COULD NOT TELL 


TED? 


SHAKEN» gO GOT BACK INTO HIS TRUCKe THE LIGHTS AND IGNITION NOW 
_ WITH 


A WEIRD GLOW AS (WHAT WAS APPARENTLY) THE SAME OBJECT PASSED ABOVE — 
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LEARNED OF FOUR OTHER CASES WHERE LIGHTS HAD BEEN DIMMED AND ENGINES STOPPED 16 
_AMONG THE WITNESSES17 


ily! powerful giants of East and/or) 
g 


gy the United Press, 


LEVELLAND, Tex:, Nov. 4.; n 
—A man who has spent 20}; 
years studying aerial phejp, 
.{momena said today he believed 
a mysterious object seen in 
West Texas and New Mexico 

“Was a space craft from one tion 
»iof the neighboring planets.” said 


The expert is James A. Lee. bed 


“lot Abilene, Tex., a member of vie 
iven|the National Investigations 4 
Committee on Aerial Phenom- a : 
0 it-jena and a director of Inter-|’ “s 
the] Planetary Space Patrol, a West b 
mes-|Texas organization which In- ; 
jeve vestigtes “flying saucers” and a 
similar objects. ant 
mt Mr. Lee rushed here’ yester-!|—— 


day upon hearing of the apie vd: xe 


the, persons in two states. 
| The egg-shaped object was : 
ldescribed as about 200 feet) 
THis {ons and a brilliant red.” % 
James D. Long, of Waco,)% 
.jsaid he was driving near Level-|'4 
land yesterday when. he en-|% 
{countered the object sitting in|* 
the road. He said that he got): 
‘jout of his car 200 feet away|= / 
‘|to investigate, but that, when|= 4 
‘lhe did, the object suddenly|=jam 
took off with a roar straight|=' 
‘linto the air. 
.| Mr. Long said his engine! 
~~ jcoughed and died and his head- 
{lights suddenly went out, - 
Two other’ persons in the 
Levelland area said the object 
passed over their cars with a 
' ‘oar, The engines of their cars 
7 Is ijied and the headlights went! 
yon," ; Ut, too, 
full|, Sheriff Weir Clem and his 
qoon deputy, Pat McCullough, spot-|: 
ered|led the object streaking across fe 
nts.”|the sky in front of their car. 
“Tt Jit up the whole pave:.|: 
ment in front of us for about 
inch. two seconds,” ” Mr. Clem said. 
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(From. Dallas News Staff and » 
Wire Reports) 

Flying fireballs, the hopped-up 

-(1957 version of the old-time spin- 

fining saucers, Monday night were 


reported at such oy separated: 
points as Foster .» and the 
ne Islands. ea ee 

ven as the. Alr Force ane 


nounced in Washington that it is 
sending a team of technicians to 
investigate the glowing, myste- 
rious object spotted at Levelland, 
‘Texas, Saturday night dnd carly 
Sunday, reports of similar sight- 
ings began to mount. 

| And at least one student of fly- 
ing saucers, who completed his 
personal investigation of the Lev- 
elland affair Monday, said he was 
firmly convinced that the object 
iseen there “‘was a space craft 
from one of the neighboring 
planets,” 

_ At White Sands Proving Ground; 
N.M., the Army reported that a 
huge oval object ‘nearly as bright 
as the sun” was spotted Sunday 


the first A-bomb explosion. 

| The sightings at White Sands 
were made 17 hours apart. by two 
\cifferent military police units pa- 
tryiling the missile testing range 
in Southern New Mexico, First 
Lt.. Miles EF. Penney of Port Jer; 
vis, N.¥., commanding officer of 
the military police, said none of 
the men had heard radio reports 
lor seen. newspaper accounts. of 
similar sightings elsewhere in the 
‘country, 

Both sightings were in the area 
‘of the new abandoned bunkers 
used by technicians who observed- 
ithe world’s first atomic explosion 
von July 15, 1946, 

Lieutenant Penney, whose base, 


‘the Stallion Site Camp, is about. 


93 miles north of the proving 
jerounds headquarters, said the 
firs sighting there was made at 
3 a.m, Sunday by Cpl, Glenn H. 
‘Toy and a Pfe. Wilbanks, on 
patrol in a jeep. 
The two men said they were 
oi routine patrol when they no- 
toed a “very bright object” high 
‘in the sky, The object, described 
hy Toy as egg-shaped and 7d to 
1) yards in diaameter, then de- 
‘scended until it was about 59 
-lyards above the bunkers. 
‘| There, according to ‘Toy, it 
went out, A moment later it Sag 


hovering near bunkers used in 


e 
a i 
= ee . 


anges ) : tellof seeing a glowing bright ob Finding nothing wrong, he closed spark to leak off,” he said. This, 
THING ject in the western sky. It was the hood. As he did so he caught he explained, would cause the 
ae larger in the center than on the'sight of the object, clowing with spark to ground rather than fol-'] 

Continued from Page 1) ends, they said, and did not ap-jan eerie fire. low its normal course. 
came real bright, like the sun, pear to be moving. ‘"right reported he made a; But he added that the engines 
then ff ‘an angle to the ground) According to the United Press, frightened dash to get back injof today’s cars are well shielded, | 
and We oout.” the Fiji government, in a report!the car. As he did so, the fly-\and that it would take a terrific’ 


| | ines 1 ire’ off. Immediate-' chat se them to stall. | 
as % ie Wa: made: a ive Monday at Honolulu, ing fireball took off. Immediate- charge to cause t _ i 
as ma Gunday by SP. Forest Hawaii said a sewuniis Day Aaily, the student told Lee, he was! No physical trace of the fire-, 
R Cakes and an §.P.3 Barlow. ventist church official, R. ©,|ble to start his car again, ball’s visit has been found. And)| 
They saw # bright light at an{Aveling, and four natives had), The dead engine angle particu-/Major L, J. Tacker told The) 
estimated height of 50 feet over|sighted a dazzling object in the larly impressed Donald E. Keyhoe;News’ Washington Bureau that, 
the old a-bomb bunker. Oates said'South Pacific skies. lof Washington, a former Marine:the biggest piece of evidence, 
the “Hoaht’’ took off at a S«lecree!| The report, issued Oct. 2 iC OePS major who has written sev-|against flying saucers is the com- 
angle: went up into the sky and| « one capital of ihe. island eroup, ore books attempting to prove/plete lack of any material object, 
siaet a blinking on and off. Then! aia ‘rae seperate siontiiins of nat flying saucers are, too, real.|which might prove that they have 
it disappeared. the strange flying object were re- calles the ‘National In ath ce nO oo bject seen at Level, 
hoe said file Deitel Was abstitinueted the preceding week called the National Investigations| n the object seen at Level- 
Oakes said his patrol was , baal” kee hun « pig were described(committee on Aerial Phenomena.|land, we will have to wait until: 
Iwo (oe cave Se or on feet’ All are aaa aaa os “epee | “That's just the way an electro-)we get reports from our investi- 
baht, which was =<) OF what they had seen as a ‘SIrange| nacnetic force field would oper-|gators and the evidence is evalu, 
wd nk ‘Wedel’ oul ta tind aes” ey ant p = hig TT he said in regard to thejated by our experts,” said Tacker, 
Atl t ein : , i: . phd 


gE 


| > engines dying. “This isn’t the firstiwho is executive officer of the} | 

accompanied some of the MP's tola blinding light “and made them sone oer Se of such things} public information division of the! 
the site Monday in an eifort to! fee) weak.” | happening.” ae: Weel 1 
find some trace of the object's) But it was the Levelland inci-| Texan Lee said he had talked) ‘Tacker said that most of the] 
visit, but that there was none.\dent that apparently set off the! quiring the day with Keyhoe, wholstrange objects that have been| 
Neither patrol reported motor wave of reports, and a ‘Texan ex-| wanted to get a first-hand report! investigated have turned out toi, 
trouble with their jeeps, and iniperienced in tracking  flyingion the matter. Lee is a memberlbe balloons or aircraft. This)! 
that respect their accounts dlf-\saucers was certain that the ob-|of Keyhoe’s committee and is also|theory was given support by Col.|' 
fered from those of the persons) ject seen there was a visitor froma director of Interplanetary Space|Barney Oldfield of the North 
in the Levelland area, who said!outer space. Patrol, which, says Lee, has mem-jAmerican Air Defense (NORAD) 4 
their car engines stalled when the) Whatever this thing was it hadihers over most of Texas, plusiat Colorado Springs, Colo. \ 
light came near, ____ la definite mission and a plan cf\.ome in Great Britain. | “Balloons sometimes come down| | 

From several other points IMjoperation,”” James A. Lee of Abi-| Lee was asked about the possi-to earth in weather like we aren 
ihe United States Monday cameilene told The News, Lee, who!pjility that the mystery objectinow having, and when they get)! 
belated reports of “things” in thelowns and operates a surgical sup- might have been ball Hahindne. warns they rise again, but they!! 
SKY. , « igs ‘ply store and a household ware|which is described by reference|certainly don’t rush around with’: 

Mrs. Robert Moudy said that on) store in Abilene, said he has been| works as “a ball or globe of bril-jnoise like thunder and are not)’ 
Oct, 15 a flat, oval-shaped object, \interested in space mysteries for) jiant light moving slowly a short,lighted with neon lights,” he com-/ 
about 200 feet long with what apa decade or more. He rushed to qistance above the surface of the| mented, 
peared to be a hall of fire in the! Levelland Sunday to tape-record) sarth as if rolling on an invisible: j 
center, zoomed over a farm near!jnterviews with the several per-| support a few feet high,’’ | 
Foster, Ind. She said her husband] sons who said they had seen the) Not a Pc talento itl 
told her of seeing the object, but/huge, brightly lighted object.) “Whatever it was shered every 
(nat they did not mention it tolejther on the ground or in the air.|indication of being under intelli- 
anvone for fear of ridicule. | “It’s an  armr-zing, fantastic) sont guidance,” he said stoutly. 

She said: her husband related/story,” he said. ‘Those pecmre: “its objective seemed to be to 
the engine of his combine stallediout there.saw something—there’s!|4nq on the highway and interrupt!’ 
when the object passed overhead,|no question about it. It was liter- traffic, then immediatel y Ss aciadl 
making a screaming noise “‘likejally something out of this world.” | that area and fly over to another 
an auto tire squealing on a fast} Lee said he interviewed the wit- 


“\highway leading into Levelland. 
take-off.” nesses separately and their). . 4 


In Tueson, Ariz., a city [fire-istories all added up. 
man, ‘Wencie E, Higuera, said he; “The sheriff (Weir Clem of 
saw a bright ball with “a tail|/Levelland) told me personally that! when a car or truck would ap- 
something like a rocket” ovet)he had interviewed these people a3) proach it would fail to function | 
Davis-Monthan AFB, on the south |they came in and none of them|ing the lights would go out.” 
east corner of Tucson, Sunday|}mew what the others had said.| The possibility that engine fail-| 
night, It made no noise, he said,!They all toid the same story.” ure might have been caused by\g 
and disappeared in the Northwest, The story, as related by Sheriffipal) lightning or static electricity r 
after about 10 seconds. ‘Clem, was that the brilliant ob-|was offered by Dr. Wayne moe 

Mrs, David L. Patrick, wile of ject, egg-shaped and about 200i mose Southern Methodist Uni-|¢ 
a University of Arizona vice-'feet long, settled down on high-lversity physic professor, in an in-| ¢ 
president, said the object had a ways at points around Levelland. |joryiew with The News. le 
poi’ nose and a glowing “slen-|As it did so, the witnesses} “yoy might build up enough, | 
dev y."" She said it seemed to!claimed, their automobile engines) conductivity in the air as the re-\t} 
travel too slew to be a meteor. lwent dead and their headlights; sit of dust to cause the enition| 

in Chicago's suburban Elmwood dimmed out, When the object rosel. ve nee ee 
Park, three policemen and a fire-| swiftly into the air, the car lights 
man sald they saw a peculiaticame back on, and the drivers 
round glowing thing in the early|were able to restart their engines, 
morning sky Monday. They said! Some witnesses reported the ob- 
their ear lights appeared to dim)ject made a deafening noise, like| 
as | kept the prowl car spot-'a clap of thunder, as it landed 
light ..cused on the thing. and then arose, 

At Martinsville, Va., Mrs. Ruby! Lee said he considered the story 
Hairston said she and her family,told hy Newell Wright Jr., a Tex- 
saw a strange red glare Sunday as Tech studeni, the “most im- 
nicht while driving on the Vir-iportant and authentic of all.” 
z\itia-North Carolina border. | Wright told Lee that he was en 

And at Brenham, Texas, it was route from Lubhock to Levelland 
reported by Nowspaperman Tom when, unaccountably, bis pina 
\. Dieppe Li 6 bol Dba ee as 29 abel ool Feige ce i ale er il ine arte | 
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- » It landed four times, and}j 
when observed it would take olf 
to another location. In every case 
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|. | ject in the western sky. It was,the hood, As he did so he caught he explained, would catise the! 
iiarger in the center than on the} sight of the object, glowing with spark to sround rather than fol- 
Continued from Page 1) onds, they said, and did not ap-|an ren fire. ge r “ “y npr hyptecne . 

' al’ brig) : sun, | ‘ to be moving. Wright reported he made a} Bul he acded tat the engines, 
then t Si Beit tee eed According to th United Press,/frightened dash to get back injof today’s cars are weil shielded, | 
aid mt the Fiji government, in a report the car, As he did so, the Mly-\and that it would take a terrific! 
The second sighting was madelreceived Monday at Honolulu,|ins fireball took off. Immeciate-charge to cause tiem Uo tial. | 
at 8 p.m, Sunday by S.P.3 Forest|Hawaii, said a Seventh Day Adi {he siident told tee, i was) iit has been found, And| 
“Ti, CULM | | ) oe 5 at | lable to s s cat again. sit . And; 
‘etimated height of 50 feet overisighted a clazzling object in the//atly impressed Donald E. Keyhoe|News’ Wasitington Bureau’ that, 
estima . hunker. Oates said’ South Pacific skies ‘of Washington, a former Marine'the biggest piece of evidence 
fo Cee’ ene “ 45-degree The report isaued Oct. 23 incOTPS La gage ache gy tee to aa “4 ot ~aapded a “y hiect| 
yas i’ eer ae + Mahet Bite! td Age Seale Cane eral books attempting to prove/plete lack of any material ohject, 
Sra Nicci on and oll. Teal va ante yepurete igutings otitist VINE swucere ase, too, real|which might prove that they have 
* dlaconeaed| thw ubrange flying object were 66 Keyhoe is also director of a group) been about, eee ee 
i poe ; e strange lying | called the National Investigations; ‘‘On the object seen al Level | 
Oakes said his patrol was about)/ported the preceding week. — |(ommittee on Aerial Phenomena.|land, we will have to wait until, 
two or three miles west of the! All the witnesses there described “That's just the way an electro-|we get reports trom our investi- 
light, which was “200 or 300 feet) what they had seen as a “strange|japnetic force field would oper-jgators and the evidence is evalu- 
long.” object, white in color and circulatsi¢ he said in regard to the|ated by our experts,” said Tacker, 


L} ant Penney said he hadjin shape.” They said it gave off) nines dying. ‘This isn’t the first}who is executive officer of the} 
accompanied some of the MP’s fola blinding light “and made them), 


) ime we've heard of such things)public information division of the, 

the site Monday in an effort to) feel weak.” _ |happening.” Air Force. 
find some trace of the object's; But it was the Levelland inci-| Texan Lee said he had talked, Tacker said that most of the) 
visit; but that there was none.|dent, that apparently set off the) ayring the day with Keyhoe, who|strange objects that have been 
Neither patrol reported motor|wave of reports, and a ‘Texan o** wanted to get a first-hand report\investigated have turned out [9 
trouble with their jeeps, and iniperienced in tracking flying! the matter. Lee is a member|be balloons or aircraft. This| 
that respect their accounts dif-!saucers was certain that the ob-|of eyhoe’s committee and is alsol theory was given support by Col.| 
foretl from those of the persons! ject seen there was a visitor from|, director of Interplanetary Space|Barney Oldfield of the ie 
in the Levelland area, who said| outer space. Patrol, which, says Lee, has mem-|American Air Defense (NORAD) 
their car engines stalled when the; «whatever this thing was it hadipers over most of Texas, plus!at Colorado Springs, Colo. N 
light came near. _ ja definite mission and a plan ¢ficome in Great Britain. “Balloons sometimes come down) | 

From several other points I ;operation,’”’ James A, Lee of Abi-| Lee was asked about the possi-ite earth in weather like we are! n 
the United States Monday cameitene told The News, Lee, wholpjjity that the mystery objectinow having, and when they rae 
belated reports of “things” in thelowns and operates a surgical sup- might have been ball lightning,; warm they rise again, but they, 
SEM: 4 | ply store and a hovsehold ware) which is described by reference|certainly don’t rush around with | 

Mrs. Robert Moudy said that 0) store in Abilene, said he has been) works as “a ball or globe of bril-\noise like thunder and are not’! 
Oct. 15 a flat, oval-shaped object, interested in space mysteries for)jjant tight moving slowly a short, lighted with neon lights,” he com-/ 
nbout 200 feet long with what ap-'q decade or more. tle rushed t) distance above the surtace of the) mented. 
peared to he a ball of fire in the|Tevelland Sunday to tape-record| earth, as if rolling on an invisible! 
center, zoomed over & farm nearjinterviews with the several per- support a few feet high.” 
Foster, Ind. She said her husband sons who said they had seen the’ 
told her of seeing the object, but) huge, 
that they did not mention it to 
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| Not a chance, said Lee. 
brightly lighted object.) Whatever it was shewved every,| 
| either on the ground or in the alr-tingication of being under intelli-|| 
anyone for fear of ridicule. “ft's an arr-zing, fantastic)sont guidance,” he said stoutly.|. 

She said her husband related! story,” he said. “Those people). objective seemed to be to! 
the engine of his combine stalled oyt there saw something—there’s'jang on the highway and baterruntlt 
when the object passed overhead,!no question about it. It was liter-| traffic, ’ 
making a screaming noise “Ke | ally something out of this world.” |) tat area and fly over to another|] 
air auto tire squealing on a fast) Lee said he interviewed the Wit-'hichway leading into Levelland.|] 
take-off.” nesses separately and their), | | tt landed four times, andl{ 

In Tueson, Ariz., a city fire-\stories all added up. | when observed it would take off}; 
man, Wencie E. Higuera, said he} “The sheriff (Weir Clem Of/to another location. In every case} j 
saw a bright ball with "a tail! Levelland) told me personally that when a car or truck would ap-}] 
something like a rocket” over|he had interviewed these people as proach it would fail to function 
Davis-Monthan AFB, on the south-|they came in and none of them and the lights would go out.” 
cast corner of Tucson, Sunday |imew what the others had said. The possibility that engine fail- 
night. It made no noise, he said,|They all told the same story.” lure might have been caused by 
and disappeared in the Northwest; The-story, as related by Sheriff} pai) lightning or static electricity| 
after about 10 seconds. Clem, was that the brilliant ob- was offered by Dr. Wayne Rud-l¥ 

Mrs. David L. Patrick, wife ofjject, egg-shaped and about 200| mose. Southern Methodist Uni-|¢ 
a University of Arizona vice-|feet long, settled down on high-|versity physic professor, in an in-ir 
president, said the object had ajways at points around Levelland. |terview with The News. Le 
poi” nose and a glowing ‘‘slen-|As it did so, the witnesses) “yoy. might build up enough: 
der’ FS She said it seemed tO: claimed, their automobile engines| conductivity in the air as the af 
travel too slow to be a meteor. |went dead and their headlights 

In Chicago's suburban Eimwood!dimmed out. When the object rose 
Park, three policemen and a fire-| swiftly into the air, the car lights 
man said they saw a peculiar! ¢ame back on, and the drivers 
round glowing thing in the early were able to restart their engines, 
morning sky Monday. They said} Some witnesses reported the ob- 
their ear lizhts appeared to. dim) ject made a deafening noise, like 
as | kept the prowl car spot-ia clap of thunder, as it landed 
light ..cused on the thing. land then arose. 

At Martinsville, Va., Mrs. Ruby| Lee said he considered the story 
Hairston said she and her family|told by Newell Wright Jr., a Tex- 
saw a strange red glave Sundayjas Tech studen, the “most im- 
nicht while driving on the Vir-;portant and authentic of all." 
cinia-North Carolina border. | Wricht told Lee that he was en 

And at Brenham, Texas, it was route from Lubbock to Levelland 
veported by Newspaperman Tom)when, wnaccountably, his car 
Whitehead of the Banner-Press|stalled and the lights failed, The 
that Ed Fischer and A. B. Fischer|student, puzzled, got out and 
acl calied him Saturday night to,raised the hood to investigate. 


ee 


then immediately leave}| 


sult of dust to cause the ignition)‘ 
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LEVELLAND, Tex. —(#— Re- 


A 

| one witness said flew around with 

sf | 2°‘‘great sound and rush of wind” 

n.| had officials and the public puz- 
izled today. 


| Newsmen and authorities had | Saturday night with a friend, Joe} 


officers and newsmen, “I was/! 
driving out to a farm near the 
Pettit community (west of here) 


‘reports of sightings over a wide! salaz, when we first saw ithe 


of | west Texas area Saturday and 
- | vesterday. | 

ci Peace officers checking. areas 

pate here landings were reported 
_ Javere unable to find any trace. 
4 Reese Air Force Base officials 
™ i here declined to say whether an 
ad) ere was being made. . 


thing. We first saw a ilash of 
light ia a fietdto oue*ri right, and 
wettita’t think“ tiuch about Tf at 
first, 

“When it got near, the lights 
of my truck went out and the 
motor died. I jumped out of the 
truck and hit the dirt because I 


Ss ol # 72-(ucsen Daily re 
Pedro Saucedo, 30, a farm rm hand | similar occurrence also east of 
ports of a mystery object which! and part-time barber here, toid | Levelland. 


was afraid, I called to Joe but 
he didn’t get out. The thing passed 
directly over my truck with a 
nreat sound and a rush of wind. 
{t sounded like thunder and my 


truck rocked from the blast. I} 


feit a lot of heat. Then I got up 

and watched it go out of sight to- 

ward Levelland,” he said, — 
re:. Saucedo, a Korean War veter- 
r-| an, said it was “torpedo shaped’ 


or like “a rocket,”” but much }5 


ig | larger. 

i©| Ronald Martian, 18, a Levelland 
» | truck driver, said his truck en- 
‘e| Sine died and the lights went out 
, “when a big. ball of fire dropped}: 


1, | on the highway’’ east of here early | 


3, | Sunday, Martin said the object| 
Dd) | changed to a bluish green color 
d when it settled on the highway, 
then changed to a fireball again 
ie : when it rose straight up and dis- 
«!' appeared, 
g) Newelt Wright, a Texas Tech 
student from here, reported a 
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Police Patrolman A. J, Fowle 
said Saucedo and about 14 other: 


something was 200 feet long 
shaped like an egg and was li 
up like it was on fire—but looke 
more like neon lights,’’ he sai 

“They said it was about 200 fe 
in the air, and when it got clos 
car motors and lights would g 
off.- Everybody that’ called was 
very excited,” he asserted. : 

Sheriff Weir Clem said he saw 
a brilliant light in the distance buf 
didn’t get close enough for a good, 
look. Highway Patrolmen Lee 


Hargrove and Floyd Cavin re-|| 


ported seeing similar flashes in 
the sky in about the same area 


‘aod at the same time as Clem. All 


were riding in separate cars, 
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The Air Force also took the unusual step of referring to specific cases, An AP 
dispatch from Washington (Nov. 15) began: "The Air Force has looked into five recent 
reports «se. and there isn't a flying saucer in the lot." Five reports out of scores 
or hundreds received? Was the Air Force, perhaps, practicing frugality? We might 
think so, in the light of another Washington dispatch (Science Service, Nov. 7), which 
said: "Each major track-down costs about $10,000, including sending out investigating 
personnel, paying transportation expenses, sending planes aloft to investigate in- 
truders and taking pictures of, perhaps, Venus = plus administrative work." But on 
this point there is some instructive evidence (see below). 


Of the five cases "looked into," one could be promptly dismissed as a hoax (the 
Schmidt case, Kearney, Nebraska, Nov. 5)... The other four cases, concluded the AF, 
were either (a) exaggerations, or (b) misunderstood natural phenomenae What about 
these natural phenomena? 


At Levelland, Texas, the luminous egg-shaped object 200-300 feet long that stop- 
ped car motors and radios was identified as: "a natural electric phenomenon called 
ball lightning or St. Elmo's fire." Apparently the technical investigators who con- 
ducted this particular $10,000 investigation were not aware that these are two entire- 
ly different electric phenomena; or that the average diameter of ball lightning is) 

8 “inches; or that a good many scientists deny that ball lightning even exists; or 
that St. Elmo's fire is invariably attached to some solid object. As for the stalled 
car motors, continued the Al’, the same weather that produced St, Elmo's ball light - 
ning might have - MIGHT have, notice ~ "soaked the ignition systems of cars." And 
what might have dried them out so quickly once the light departed? And did anyone's 
ignition in fact become soaked? Were the witnesses asked this? (One report, said 
the AF, arose from "an automobile mechanic's mistake"; no details are given.) 


The investigators said further (note that plural) that they could find only 
three witnesses who actually saw the big light. The miracle is, they found as many 
as three. For we know, in this case, exactly what the Air Force investigation amount- | 
ed to. On November 6 the Levelland Daily Sun News reported: "Air Force ‘Mystery! | 
Man Leaves City; Actions, Identity Cloaked in Secrecy." The anonymous visitor drove 
an AF vehicle, wore civilian clothes, and"said he could not give his name or any iden-— 
tification" (italics ours). Around noon on the 6th he spent 30 minutes in Sheriff 
Jeir Clem's office. He returned about 2:30 p.m. for another half hour. About 3 p.m. 
he headed for Lubbock (30 miles away); he came back about 6:30, said to Sheriff Clem, 
"Well, I'm gone," and drove off into the dark, drippy night. Adds the paper, "There ‘aa 
was never any hint as to-what he found out or whether he was really a civilian or an | 
Air Force officer." | | 


Does the Air Force call this a "major track-down"? We won't even bother to a 
laugh.’ Do they say that the activities of the mysterious gentleman's 7-hour day | 
cost $10,000 or anything like it? Then the taxpayers had better start yelling bloody 
murder, for they are being well bilked. Yet it was on the basis of this feeble 
parody of en investigation that the Air Force, on November 15, uttered its "conclu- 
sions” about the Levelland object! 
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a) Ze The Suamer or 17 marked the beflaaing of active Jnited 

AFCIN-4X5 _ States Air goree interest in tne soecalled "Slyiug Saucer* business, 

|  _____sisgnse that tice literally thousands of reports have been reeelived, 
inveatigated, evaluated and documented. This mampotn task would never 

~ AFCIN- 4A ha ve been accomplisned without’ the wnoleehearted and cnersetic subport 

of your organization. 


3. - It ia always extremely difficult So isolate those indalvicuals 
wio have contributed 2ost towards tne success oF stay Supporting prosran. 
AFCIN— 43 - sn is the case here. ie do recall, however, that j/s.t Norman &. 
rta, of your organization, has deen in intimately close contact wita 
cur people rexarding vyisid investizations, and personally did an ex- 
AFCIN-4C tywemely fine job for us mene the recent "Levelland, Vexas"* incident. 
39e@ inclosure woe l. 


REPS Ree 
| 


AFCIN—4D © ls. It is my desire that you extend to 3/sgt arth, and other 
ies ~~ Spplisadle members of your command, our sincere appreciation for their 
4 os atiring efforts and loyal aupport. 
AFCIN-4E | : 
RL 773 p?* 
r View 
¢ =e inl. | o 1S. SNS 
tS . P ~s ! liom iis 14 
— “Tle Stmt of cpesifie (ji ¢50%+ <bean. i 
P™ @iview | -erformaace - % I 
3/sat Barth 29509 1350 
on neon ae 
OTHERS oP eb saneamattnmnaadil . , 
- : Rl vs Shay ae | | oe 
Leh mannete Sime 90 DAYS 
i Beene AL ee 
LTIC FORM 144 (REV 10 SEP 57) ROUTING AND COORDINATION SHEET 
' “ hy 2S hia ii: 
a 
? 
i / 
“SMa 


q t 


= et a ee ea ae —— 


R 

F ; O : | FILE CLASS:. | 
+i %, OFFICIAL FILE COPY : 
i VA», SUATOMENY 0% SPEOIZIC FLAFORAANOE 

|G W 

- 


: 


AFCIN—4 3/3g6 BANTH, Norman P. OFFICE OF RECORD 


y 
! 
—_— 
/ 


RECINGdR2b | 0 Oke «6 2 NOvember 1557, toe Air Technical Intelligence Center 
4 yaa notified of an unidentified flying object, which was recorted in 
» vislnity of Lovelland, isxaa,e, The impact of this sipz,hting on the 
SUblic can Only be measured in terma of the publicity civen the indie 
~KECING4%2e UAB. and the great increase in reported cases of unidentified flying 
: | oijecta. Ap-roximately six hundred cases were reported in a taree | 
; —waek period following this incident. | 


—AFCIN=3X3 2e 3/3e% Sarth, of the lOO6th Air Intelligence Service Syuadcron, | 


m8 asdigned tie task of investizating the Levelland report. Investig 
oo ——gation of this iacident required 5/5.t Barth be thorough asd forceful, 
a AFCIN=EMA Sub algo required that ke be diplomatic in hia dealings with the wite 

= -nasses and other personas concerned with the sizhting. The information 
Be Woe aapplied the Air Technical Intelligence Center by 53/Gyt Sarth was con- 
__AFCIN-4X3_ sidered complete in every detail and retlected tha thorouganess of 

ec | : iia man in the performance of his duty. As a result of S/Sgt Tarta'’s 
| | eaiiforts the sir Technical Intelligence Center was able to keep the Air 
__AFCIN-4A_ farce and other interested government agencies Informed concerning ‘this 
| ——_Lijpor tans slgnstinge This alrman’s handling of this controversial inci- 
= | ant raflecta credit upon himself and his organization. 

= | 


AFCIN~4B 


3. aAlr Force Negulation 200«2, dated 5 ‘ebruary 1953, is the Air 
Fdree guide pertaining to unidentified flying objecta. 5/3<%t Barth was 
.J@ organization’s representative at the drafting of this regulation at 
the sir Technical Intellizence Center in December 1957. Thia airman 
aie many valuable contribdusions to the draft of the reeulation. 
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THE UNPARALLELED. UFO "FLAP" OF NOVEMBER 1957 
rite Sade Marne AE Meee ty tefhere et, ure iors spies ark Peta bii ben CeheS EE thy Mead gore or 


EGG-SHAPED UFO STALLS CARS ON HEGHTIWAY 
COPS CHASE SkY OBJECT | | 


MYSTERY AIR OBJECTS SEEN IN SKY OVER L.A. | | 


j | 


These eight-column headlines. are only a sample of what appeared all over the 
national press during the first two weeks of November, 1957, Many moons have pas= 
sed--two of them artificial (as of this writing)--since the press has displayed 
such open interest in UFOs; but then the remarkable incidents which they describe 
are undoubtedly without parallel in the history of: "flying saucers." 


Following hard on the annov»cement of the launching of "muttnik"~-whether by 
coincidence or note-came the first reports of what quickly develooed into a start- 
ling series: near Levelland, Texas, during the night of November 2/3rd, a number 
of truck drivers, state and local. police, and othe: residents described secing a 
vast 200-foot luminous "egc-shaped" object that hedgehopped the countryside around | 
Levelland, landing on highways and in adjacent fields and mysteriously affecting 
car motors and headlights. (This effect on automobiles had previously been repor~ 
ted from France, in 1954.) Terrified witnesses reported their experiences to Weir 
Clem, Hockley County sheriff, and Clem, together with deputies and dozens of police 
officers, made a tour of the areas where the object(s) had been encountered. At 
2:30 aeMe, sav’ "a streak of fire" flash across the highway to the 
south of his car; two highvay patrolmen, following some distance behind him, con- 
firmed his sighting. At least seven persons reported close encounters with the 
"ege"s at least four cars or trucks were stalled; and many others revorted seeing 
the phenomenon at greater distance, 

%* The above headlines are from the Alamogordo, N.M., Daily ilews, 11/5; the Ham- 
mond, Ind,, Times, 11/11; and the Los Angeles Times, 11/6. | 
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Stormy Weather in Texas 


The new type of UFO with electromagnetic (E-M) powers first 
attracted notice in this country by allegedly appearing near Level- 
land, Texas, on the night of November 2, 1957, a few hours before 
Sputnik If went into orbit. A small town with a population of some 
8000, Levelland lies on the plains of westetn Texas about sixty miles 
from Plainview, site of a famous meteor shower and only twenty- 
five miles from Lubbock, which a few years earlier had gained na- 
tional fame with its “Lubbock lights” (p. 000). The region is nor- 
mally an arid one, but at the beginning of November it was expeti- 
encing unusual weather—electrical storms and rain (the month 
proved to be the wettest ever recorded in western Texas). 

About 11:15 that Saturday night, a farmworker named Pedro 
Saucedo (or Saucido) with his friend Joe Palaz (also given in vari- 
ous printed accounts as Palav, Salav, Salaz, Salvaz) was driving 
home from Levelland. A few miles northwest of the town he had 
turned off Route 116 into a side road, when both men noticed a 
flash of light in a field at the right. Evidently unalarmed, he con- 
tinued driving and talking until suddenly the engine died and the 
lights went out. While trying to restart the motor, Saucedo (the 
similarity between “Saucedo” and “saucer” presents a diverting co- 
incidence) glimpsed over his left shoulder something that looked 
like a flaming ball or a fiery tornado drifting rapidly toward the 
truck. A veteran of combat in Korea, Saucedo reacted instantane- 
ously to the blazing unknown. As he described the experience later 
that night, “I jumped out of the truck and hit the dirt because I 
was afraid. I called to Joe but he didn’t get out. The thing passed 
directly over my truck with a great sound and a rush of wind, It 
sounded like thunder and my truck rocked from the flash... . I 
felt a lot of heat.” Crawling out and seeing the object disappear in 
the direction of Levelland, he restarted the engine and drove back 
to Levelland to report the incident to the sheriff [2]. 

The sheriff was soon receiving reports from other persons who 
had been driving in the same area at about the same time. They 
said that they, too, had seen a blazing object which they described 
as a “Aying egg” or “egg-shaped fireball.” Their cars, like Saucedo’s, 
had stalled and then restarted when the object disappeared. A num- 
ber of townspeople telephoned the authorities to report bright 
flashes in the sky, and the police comment that “everyone who 
called was very excited” [3] was probably an understatement. 

Under headlines such as “Mystery Object Stalls Autos in West 
Texas,” these stories hit newspapers all over the nation. The news 
spread fast. All day Sunday dozens of persons in Texas and New 
Mexico were relating that they, too, had seen fiery objects and 
flashes of light in the sky the night before. An amazingly large num- 
ber of citizens seem to have been out late that stormy Saturday 
night, but apparently none of them noticed any ordinary lightning— 
only phantom “somethings” variously described as a burning mass, 
a big light, an egg-shaped object 200 feet long lighted up as though 
it were on fire, something like neon lights, objects that were red, 
glowing, brilliant, fiery, bluish-green, or pulsating green. 

Not surprisingly, with all this publicity, the original incident 
quickly began to take on new dimensions. Saucedo amplified his 
first statements and recalled that the object had been “torpedo- 
shaped,” “like a rocket, but much larger,” and that lights on the 
object had seemed to be winking on and off [4]. One book has since 
described the phenomenon as “a huge torpedo-shaped machine. 
... It had a bluish-green glow, and it appeared 150 to 200 feet 
long.” [5, p. 114] Those who wanted to believe in flying saucers 
easily ignored the discrepancy between the “flaming ball” or “fiery 
tornado,” originally described by Saucedo, and a bluish-green tor- 
pedo-shaped machine more than 150 feet long. 

For days the Russian satellites had to share the spotlight with 
the American flying egys, while both amateur and professional in- 
vestivators tried to solve the mystery. UFO addicts unhesitatingly 
deduced the presence of a flying saucer with E-M powers, Various 
astronomers, When urged by newsmen, reluctantly advanced off-the- 
cull theories based on the meager printed accounts. Dr. La Paz, of 
the Institute of Meteoritics in New Mexico, suggested that the things 
scen at Levelland might have been fireballs. A reporter assigned to 
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FINAL GALLEY PROOF 


Galley 67~THE WORLD OF FLYING SAUCERS 

the Harvard-Smithsonian Observatories to cover Moonwatch obser- 
vations of the new Sputnik gave a sketchy summary of the inci- 
dent to Dr. Menzel, who also concluded that Saucedo might have 
seen an unusually bright meteor and, startled by its brilliance, might 
accidentally have killed the engine. Lacking news of Sputnik IT, 
the reporter sent in a facetious story asserting that, according to 
the director of the Harvard College Observatory, the flying eggs 
were mirages that so frightened the drivers that they reacted by 
pressing a “nervous foot” on the accelerator and killing the engine. 
When the weather conditions at Levelland became known, of 
course, the meteor theory was immediately discarded. Dr. Nininger, 
of the American Meteorite Museum in- Arizona, made the best, guess 
of all: Saucedo had observed an example of that rare phenomenon, 
ball lightning [6]. | 

Within a few days an Air Force investigator visited Levelland 
to study the incident. Members of civilian saucer groups complained 
later that, since he spent only seven hours in the area, he had ob- 
viously not taken the problem seriously and could not have found 
the correct solution. Even seventy hours of labor, however, could 
not have produced a clearer picture. Saucedo had unquestionably 
had a frightening experience, very much as he originally described 
it. But as in many UFO sightings, most of the other reports had been 
stimulated chiefly by the general excitement. Three persons, not 
“dozens,” had seen the phenomenon near the ground. Some ten or 
fifteen others (including the sheriff) had not observed it at close 
quarters but had merely seen brilliant flashes of light in the sky. 

After studying the weather reports and the descriptions given 
by the various witnesses, the Air Force issued an explanation, un- 
fortunately ambiguous because it omitted the necessary word 
“either,” stating that the phenomenon observed at Levelland had 
been “ball lightning or St. Elmo’s fire.” Supporters of the saucer 
theory seized on this ambiguity to protest, correctly, that ball light- 
ning and St. Elmo’s fire are two different phenomena. They went 
on to conclude by some process of peculiar logic that neither ball 
lightning nor St. Elmo’s fire was involved and that the phenomenon 
had actually been a flying saucer. 

Saucer publications have printed thousands of words to support 
this argument. The evidence, however, leads to an overwhelming 
probability: the fiery unknown at Levelland was ball lightning. 
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In Levelland the night of November 2 conditions were ideal for 
the formation of ball lightning. For several days the area had been 
experiencing freak weather, and on the night in question had been 
visited by rain, thunderstorms, and lightning. Shortly before the 
glowing sphere approached the truck, the two men had noticed 
a lightning flash in a nearby field. The original description of the 
phenomenon—a “flaming ball” or a “fiery tornado” that floated to- 
ward and over the truck and detonated with light. and heat—fits 
the classic picture of ball lightning. The truck’s engine may have 
died for one of several reasons. The rain during the evening could 
have seeped under the hood and soaked the ignition or dampened 
the spark plugs. The feed line may have been clogged. Or the region 
of highly rarefied air created by the ball lightning may temporarily 
have deprived the engine of oxygen. 

Of the other drivers near Levelland that night who reported hav- 
ing trouble with balky motors and seeing a blazing object like an 
egg-shaped fireball, three probably saw ball lightning. Others, after 
hearing Saucedo’s frightening story, perhaps unconsciously drama- 
tized their own experiences and magnified ordinary lightning flashes 
into attacking fiery objects. It is significant that although the night 
was stormy, only Saucedo reported seeing the ordinary lightning 
that normally accompanies a thunderstorm. 

Since ball lightning is short-lived and cannot be preserved as 
tangible evidence, its appearance in Levelland on the night of No- 
vember 2 can never be absolutely proved, even though this explana- 
tion fits all the facts—facts that in themselves do not warrant so 
lengthy a study. Only the saucer proponents could have converted 
so trivial a series of events—a few stalled automobiles, balls of flame 
in the sky at the end of thunderstorm—into a national mystery, (Ball 
lightning doubtless accounts for other UFO reports, such as the phe- 
nomenon observed at Lock Raven Dam on October 26, 1958, when 
two men returning late at night from a fishing trip saw a flaming 
ball hovering above the superstructure of a bridge; it exploded 
with a loud noise and a brilliant white flash and disappeared. ) 

One thing is certain. No evidence exists to suggest the presence 
of a spaceship over Levelland. Any extraterrestrial vehicle attempt- 
ing to patrol the area that night would certainly have been seen 
and its path would have been accurately plotted. Moonwatch crews 
in New Mexico, Arizona, and Colorado were all watching the skies 
for.a passage of Sputnik, and in Texas itself official observers were 
on the alert at Big Spring, 100 miles southeast of Levelland; at San 
Antonio, 370 miles southeast; at Wichita Falls, 250 miles east; at 
Dodson, 162 miles northeast; and at Amarillo, 120 miles north. None 
of the trained witnesses at these stations saw anything in the sky 
that should not have been there, 
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‘Blinding ‘F ‘lying Saucer’ 


“Stops’ Texas Motorcars 


Levelland, Tex. (UP) — A 
mysterious egg-shaped object, 
red as a blinding setting sun 
and faster than the speed of 
}sound, streaked over West 


| Texas and New Mexico Satur-| 


day night and early yesterday, 


and one man said:he even saw. 


it sitting in the highway. 

James A. Lee of Abilene, 
| Tex., who is a member of the 
National Investigations Com- 
mittee on Aerial Phenomena, 
| rushed here to investigate and 
|} said ke will send a report to 
Washington. 

The object was also report- 
ed seen in the vicinities of 


Midland, Tex., 110 miles south 


gf Levelland, and Clovis, N.M., 


of Waco, 


Pe Sees 


. TN a RE 


about 70 miles northwest of 
Levelland, 


THE MOST graphic descrip- 
tion came from Jesse D. Long 
Tex., who said the 
object killed the engine of his 
automobile’ and put out his 
neadlights. 

Other motorists said it did 
the same thing to their cars. 

Long said the object ap- 
peared to be about 200 feet 
long and landed in the high- 
way in front of his car. When 


‘he got out to investigate the 


thing took of€ straight up. 


SHERIFF Weir Clem and 


Deputy Sheriff Pat McCul-j 


lough, who went out to in- 


a 


| launched by the United States. | 


vestigate ‘the reports, said 
they spotted the object streak- 
ing across the sky in front 
of their car. 

“Te lit up the whole pave- 
ment in front of us for about | 
two seconds,” said Clem. | 

Lee, thoroughly tmpressed, 
said reports that automobile | 
engines stalled and headlights, 
went out convinced him a fly-; 
ing ‘object definitely ad’ 
visited the area. 

He said machines inside the 
object “disturb the magnetic 
field of balance” and will 
cause car engines to stall and 
compasses to go awry. 


LEE SAID he definitely did | 
not think the object was 


Pedro Sacido, a Levelland 
motorist, was the first to re- 
port sighting the thing. He said } 
he was driving west of Level- } 
land on State Highway 116 
about 11:15 p.m. (CST) Satur- 
day, when it flashed over him 
with a terrific noise. 
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» 4ST LEAD FLYING ~ | 
LEVELLAND, TEXe, DV» 3--(UP)<-A YSTERIOUS L SHAPED OBJECT | 

QED AS THE SETTING SUN AND FASTER THAN THE SPEED OF SOUND, STREAKED 

OVER WEST TEXAS AND NEW MEXICO LAST NIGHT AND EARLY TODAY, AND ONE 

NAM SAID HE EVEN SAW IT SITTING IN THE HIGHWAY. 


OF ABILENE, TEXs, WHO SAID HE HAD SPEENT 20 YEARS 
STUDYING *FLY1 SA 


SAUCERS,* SAID, “1 THINK I1T*S A SPACE CRART FROM 
SOME OF THE NEIGHBORING PLANETS." 
A MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE ON | 
AERIAL PHENOMENA, RUSHED HERE TO INVESTIGATE AND SAID HE WILL SEND | 
A REPORT TO WASHINGTON. 
THE OBJECT WAS ALSO REPORTED SEEN IN THE VICINITIES OF MIDLAND, 
110 MILES SOUTH OF LEVELLAND, AND CLOVIS, Ne Ms, ABOUT 70 
TAEd WORTHWEST OF LEVELLAND< 
very THE MOST GRAPHIC DESCRIPTION CAME FROM OF WACO, 
WHO SAID THE OBJECT KILLED THE ENGINE OF HIS AUTOMOBILE AND 
out OUT MIS HEADLIGHTS. 
{WO OTHER MOTORISTS SAID IT DID THE SAME THING TO THEIR CARS» 
SMMBPEAADUTUR OBJECT APPARE 
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TVO OTHER MOTORISTS SAID IT DID THE SAME THING TO THEIR CARS» 
Be SAID THE OBJECT APPARE 


AID THE OBJECT APPEARED TO BE ABOUT 2OO FEET LONG AND LANDED 
INTHE HIGHWAY IN FRONT G7 HIS CARe WHENHE SOT OUT TO INVESTIGATE 
THE THING TOOK OFF STRAICHT UP. | 
IN THE HISHWAY IN FRONT OF HIS CAR.» WHEN HE SOT OUT TO INVESTIGATE 
THE THING TOOK OFF gpg UP. . 
AND | 


a. WHO 
WENT OUT TO INVESTIGATE THE REPORTS. SAID THEY SPOTTED THE OBJECT 
STREAKING ACROSS THE SKY IN FRONT OF THEIR CAR. 
“17 LIT UP. THE WHOLE PAVEMENT IN FRONT OF US FOR ABOUT TWO 
SECONDS SAID GMMR. HE CALLED IT OVAL SHAPED AND SAID IT LOOKED 
t 


LIK2 A ILLIANT BED SUNSET. 


HOROUGHLY IMPRESSED, SAID REPORTS THAT AUTOMOBILE ENGINES 

STALLED AND HEADLIGHTS WENT OUT CONVINCED HIM A FLYING OBJECT 

DEFINITELY HAD VISITED THE AREA} | | 

"HE SAID MACHINES INSIDE THE OBJECT *DISTURB THE MAGNETIC 

FIELD OF SALANCE® AND WILL CAUSE CAR ENGINES TO STALL AND COMPASSES | 

i rs } 
SAID HE DEFINITELY DID NOT THINK THE OBJECT WAS LAUNCHED 

BY THE Us S. ALTHOUGH THIS AREA IS NEAR THE SCIENTIFIC PROYING 
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GROUNDS IN THE WESTERN PART OF-THECCOUNTR Ys. 
(PICKUP STH PGHs LONG TOLD THE, ETC) 


PREIOP oe 


Ate hie et hd ie we My > eet - © few te o 


« ~s - b hr ae Reed, 9 as : = 


ih JEVELLAND, TEX» NOVs 40-=(P)--A MAN WHO WAS SPENT 20 YEARS 
i” suup¥ING AERIAL PHEL JENA’SALD TODAY HE BELIEVE A HYSTERIOUS 
OSJECT SEEN IN WEST TEXAS AND NEW MEXICO *¥AS A SPACE CRAFT FROM 
ONE OF THE NEIGHBORING PLANETS.” 
THE EXPERT 1S SOMOS OF ABILENE, TEX., A MEMBER OF THE 
NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE ON AERIAL PHENOMENA AND A DigecToR | 
OF INTER“PLANETARY SPACE PATROL, A WEST TEXAS ORGANIZATION WHICH 
INVESTIGATES "FLYING SAUCERS* AND SIMILAR OBJECTS» 
RUSHED HERE YESTERDAY_UPON HEARING OF THE LATEST OBJECT, 
sanWY AT LEAST NINE PERSONS IN TWO STATES. 
“COINCIDING WITH RUSSIA,S LAUNCHING OF ITS SECOND EARTH SATELLITE, 
: 


JRL 2A, 
| 


THE *THING" WOULD HAVE CAUSED LITTLE MORE ALARM IF SMALL GREEN MEN 
HAD JUMPED OUT OF IT. 

THE EGG-SHAPED OBJECT, DESCRIBED AS ABOUT 200 FEET LONG AND A 
SRILLIANT-RED, WAS GLIMPSED BY AT LEAST FIVE PERSONS IN THE 
LEVELLAND AREA, INCLUDING THE SHERIF, THREE PERSONS AT MIDLAND 
AND ANQ Daal AT. ge aed Ne Ye 

7 MG OF wAco.SALD HE WAS DRIVING ON A FARM-TO-MARKET 
ROAD TERT PEVELLAND AT (315 A.Ms SUNDAY-WHEN HE ENCOUNTERED THE 
OBJECT SITTING IN THE ROAD. 

HE SAID IT WAS OVAL-SHAPED, ABOUT 200 FEET LONG AND GLOWED LIKE 
A NEON SIGN. HE GOT OUT OF His CAR ABOUT 200 FEET AWAY TO INVESTIGATE 
SUT WHEN HE DID THE OBJECT SUDDENLY TOOK OF¥_WITH A ROAR STRAIGHT 
UP INTO THE AIRe 
@MMNG SAID HiS ENGINE COUGHED AND DIED AND HIS HEADLIGHTS SUDDENLY 
WENT OUT. WHEN HE GOT HIS CAR STARTED, HE HURRIED BACK TO TOWN. 

TWO OTHER PERSONS SAID THEY SAW THE OBJECT IN THE LEVELLAND AREA 
ABOUT AN HOUR EARLIER. BOTH AND og 
SAID THE OBJECT PASSED OVER THEIR CARS WITH A ROAR LIKE THUNDS 
THE ENGINES OF THEIR CARS DIED AND THE HEADLIGHTS WENT OUT, TOO. 

SMUNGIPNNNE: AND HIS DEPUTY, , SPOTTED THE 
OBJECT STREAKING ACRROSS THE SKY IN FRONT OF THEIR CAR. 

“IT LIT WP THE WHOLE PAVEMENT IN FRONT OF US FOR ABOUT TwO 
trey,” @MMM SAID. HE CALLED IT OVAL-SHAPED AND SALD IT LOOKED 
LIKE A BRILLIANT RED SUNSET. 

STHE GROUND OBSERVER CORPS AT MIDLAND REPORTED THAT AN UNIDENTIFIED 
MOTHER AND HER T¥O CHILDREN SAW "A LARGE OBJECT OF BLUISH COLOR 
FLYING WEST AND VERY LOW EARLY SATURDAY NIGHT. 

Ba a | = MMM IN CLOVIS, Ne Me, | 
SAID HE *SA¥ A STREAK OF LIGHT LICE A-FERE BALL” MOYING IN A SOUTH- 
EASTERLY DIRECTION ABOUTR_S P.M“SATURDA TY | 

*{ THINK IT°S A SPACE g Pa FROM ONE OF THE NEIGHBORING PLANETS,* 


= DECLARED. 
ae MACHINES INSIDE THE OSJECT *DISTURB THE MAGNETIC FIELD 
ALANCE” AND WILL CAUSE CAR ENGINES 70 STALL AND COMPASSE 
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hs YER CRAZILY. fre CAR ER paren hoes Puitript, dines Rt ok , hbo * foe alread A a a 
HE SAID HE WILL MAKE A REPORT OF HIS INVESTIGATION TO YASH INGTON. 
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BY HBAT OF FLYING CBJiCT THAT WADE A rASS NEAR HIS Loca- 


3 


TiOn, WAS TAKEN TO HUSPLITAL FUR OBSERVATION. 


PART V,. KEDPERENCE DEMANDS 52 RETURN OF 
i 
| § HIS SAUCER FILM ALLEDGEDLY WITHHELD BY THs ALK FURGCE. 
¥ OF 7 y ST aT. ON KV rY Bia Cit oViL rT BGs 2 
; 
; TAS PUBLICLY ACCUSED AP OF THIS, FULLOVING IS QUUTED FR. 
| LETTER TO APCIN@xX, DATED 9 MARCH 1964, QUvTE LL. AiR 
TECHNICAL INTELLIGENCE CENTER HAS 
i 
: RECEIVED SUBJECT FILM ft OM (NARINS 
; 
i @e LIFE MAGAZLNE, IN RECENT TELEPHONE CONVERSATION. WITH 
: 
i 
| ATIC, LNOICATED THAT [?v (FILM) HAD BEEN ORISINALLY PURNED 
| UMiR TO A RAVAL BASS, ITF THIS 1S THE CASS, THE FILM 
! 
WOUTD HAVE RSMALNED WITH NAVAL INTELLIGENCE, UNQUOTE, 
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HAT WEES Os sines PO CUMMERCTALIZE ON THE 


+ 9 CURRENT "SAUCER SIGHTINGS” FURUR, 


| TARE Vi« REGARD ING PUSSIBLE DECLASSTPICATION AND RELEASE 
, | : 
| OF BRISFING GIVEN TO MEMBER oF OFFICE CF ASSISTANT SECRE~ 
rT \ 
TARY OF DES ENSE, DR. ROBERTSCN, REPERENCE IS MADE TO FORM 
AFHQ O-O8 MESSAGE TO AFCIN-X1, DATED 18 LVOTORER 57, 
ATTENTION: MAJOR BYRSE ON SAME SUBJECT, IN BRIEF, THIS 
: 3 
CENTER INTERPUSES NO OBJECTION To RELEASE, HUWRVETR ; 
PINIGLION TO RELEASE LIES WITH AFCIN AND SAFiS, | 
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a. «a Shallow temperature inversion axisted from the surface to approxi- 
i mat > ao 5,000 ft ay 


b. <A complete overcest existed with a 00 foot observed coetling and visi- 
Hility at 3 niles 


Inds were as follows: 
SURFACE: Light and variable 
160 cegrees at 18 knots 


JO daprees at 25 knots 
\230 degress at 35 lmot 
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259 dervees at 65 knots 
2u5 degrees at 65 knot 
d. There was a drizzle or light rain throughout the period. 


5. A check made with oil companies in the area revoaled that a linited anount 
és3 gas from ol1 operations was belng burned. Most of the cas is returned ¢ 
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6. A check for downed power lines during the period was made with nevatlvs re- | 
suita. 
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VORMENTS OF THR PREPARING OFTICER 
 ———————— Bk A Sod ses dis RS Soo te A, ep ee oe 

. de Lhe following comments concerning tae GSSGFi PLLOns, PSHLZAOLILVY, Aul., O 

, tna SOURCES treated in Parts One through Six ars offered: 

a. Cnly one observer (Part One) said an object hoverad corer or on the 

| rrouni. One observer (Part Tro) said an object movad over hia head at w» low alttt 

| ami one Observer (Part Six) saw an object hovering and swinging in e venculun wotior 

| conelcerable distance above the cround. Thos other observers saw a Lireht streak acrs 

* ‘ om * i 

| the sky (Parts Three and Four) or 2 bolt of lightning (Part Five). 

: b. Reference Part Two. This obsarvar's account of the sighting cannot ba 
relisd upon. His statements that the object wes voine eicht hundred miles per hour 
| and that the object was threa huncred feet away from hin are not comupatiolse with tha 
cuported eneth of time in sieht. Also his cescription of the weather conditions ce 

| nowt asree with the established conditions in tha area. 

ca 

C, The observers treated in Parts Three end Four reported sesine only a 

streak of light. In the opinion of the proparing officer, no besis exist for lintsh 

| these slgentings with tne signtings treated in Parts One, Two, Five and Six. 

. 

| Gd. heference Part Six. The sighting described in this part occured tro 

| days after the sightings treated in the other parts. The rar: sil po oi this sigiit- 
aie is so complataly different and unsanpported by other sightings that the Provaring 
Ozzicer fsels that it is net connected with the other sirshtings 


@. Reference Part Five. The sighting treated in this part ie includad 
only as a possible explanation for the other siehtines. The fact that tho radio and 
lignts were cut ovt for a few seconds by the lightrincs in this sienting indicates 


that lightning could have entered into the other sightings. 


* 
i ted in this part is the most important. The reliability, sincerity, and itn- 
tellivence of the SOURCHZ lend credence to this account of his sichting. 
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» in tne opinion of tha Preparing Officer, the following possibilities cm 
ing this sighting exist: 
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&, kaather phenomena, such as St. Elmo *ire on a similar phenomenon. 
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wae Couk a 
to information at this orszanization must be present for ball lightning 
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Gc. Raflection of excess burning ses from a very low cloud cover 


d, A meteorolosical phenomenon which could be any combination of ps2: 
tyaphns 2a, do, and + above e 
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3. It is folt that insuffictent knowlecre of the above phenomena exists 2! 
t1Ls organization to completely resolve this pri nerero 
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f. Reference Part One. In the opinion of tha Preparing iced. the sight 


b. Fail lightnine. There were Nimous clouds in the area, which, uaccordin: 
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le. YELL xp! TCTIEN: } 2 Noveabex 1957 (UNCLASSIFIED) 

8. A Meeatbes object, whose shape waa deascridbed vericualy ss 
tanging from rowd to cval, and preccminantly bluish-white 
in colce was observed separately oy six persons ner> the 
town of Levelland, Texas. Times of observations ranged 
from 2300 howrs to after 0130 hors, night oF 2-3 ie 
1957. Size of the object was estimated frem that of 
basketvels to that of an object 200 feet in Senate 


De. The cniueual aspect of £ this incident wes the statement by 
@ number cf observers that their car's ignition stopped 
sdeiataty during tha occwrrerce. . 


c. In a matter of hows this incident was given nation-wide 

, publicity by the nation’s press, racio end TV networks, 
Yor the next 72 hours ATIC and Headquarters USAF were deluged 
with a flood of UFO reports, the majority of observers 
claiming to have encowntered a somewhat simiier phencmenc: 
a dazzling bluish-white object, generally oval in shape, 

4 swooping down or floating nearby - that stopped their car's 
“ignition. The reports were from persons of some standing in 
\their cormamities casually es seeing the objects +o 
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eke 
mo iN 


a ose insisting that the. “blue ligh +s" stopped their cars in 
ae: a a. avy traffic in the e of} lates cities: aing treed SY: 
BE On TIS Se TY SAGER Wie. ae tas eee ain - tj 

a ee ee Ue sea ee ae 

A de Intenst ve ‘tnbeatigats pne > pond: 2d 2nvormetion not cenerell y 
otal: > igtven by’ newspapers andi other medis devices, > Foam exerplas 


| 
it was pitch dark, rain sod mist wes feliing, a very Low 
ceiling existed, thers were lightoing Cischerges, acd th 


a we _ 
Bightings took place nee> an *rea vheve erceas gages Fron 
oil operations were being oburned. in some instances, faulty 
ignition systems excd neer freeting tempersticces were Tour 


during the investizations. 


e. A nunber of the observers interviewed admitted the vresence 
of lightning or Tilmsnes of light. The poime sourse could not 
Le located for interview and interr ogat sions Oy USA¥ investigators. 


?. ‘Atter anbaustive studies and analyses ty the Afr Pores, end 
in full collaboretion with outside scientists and experts, 
it was concluied that the sighting wes @ue to a very rare 
lightning poenceencn - ball itzhtning. No definite con- 
clusion has been reached rezaccing tas possible effects of 
ball lightning om ignition systens, (All agreed that the 
combination of conditions existing in the area tyes the time 
were Cefinitely conducive to the phenamenon. A atudy of tha 
i very few existing) pootographs jof actual bait ttertning 
furtier gent izmed) the coneluak on.) 
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WHEN THE OBJECT ROSE APOUT wy) FEET saa! ¥NGINE AND 
_LIGHTS. WOULD: AGAIN WORK. 


ae 


(2) (A) SOUND AND LIGHT FROM THE OBJECTS ATTRACTED THE OBSERVERS. 
“" (B). FIRST OBSERVED ON THE GROUND. 
(C) DISAPPEARED TO THE WEST. 
(D) TOOK OFF STRAIGHT UP; FLEW VERY IRREGULAR AND ERRATIC 
COURSE. 
(E) FLEW OUT OF SIGHT. ~ ; ies rest 
(F) APPROXIMATELY 2 SECONDS. fee 
(3)  ¢A) GROUND VISUAL OBSERVATION. . 
~ " (B) = NONE 
(C) N/A sane 
(4) (A) 3 NOVEMBER 1957 04392 AND 65302” 
(BY): ~ NIGHT i. <a 
(5)  4& TO 5 MILES WEST OF LEVELLAND, TEXAS ON STATE HIGHWAY 16. 
BS a ee “occuPATION UNKNOWN - KERMIT, TEXAS 


a OCCUPATION. UNKNOWN = WACO, TEXAS 
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PAGE THREE RJWFDN 2E 
(3) WEIR CLEM (LEVELLAND COUNTY SHERIFF) LEVELLAND, TEXAS 
(B) NONE } 
(7) (A) (LIGHT ao 
¥ (B) LUBBOCK WEATHE STATION: 95202 3 NOVEMBER 57. SURFACE 


- WINDS 96% DEGREES 15 KNOTS. 


(C) UNLIMITED CEILING 
(D) VISIBILITY 15 MILES 
CE) 4/39 COUD COVER 
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le evan neues 2 November 1957) (UNCLASSIFIED) 

is A aysterious object, whose shape was described variously os 
vanging from romd to oval, and predominantly bluish-white 
in colee was observed seperately by six persons neer the 
town of Levelland, Texas. Timas of observations ranged 
from 2300 how's to after 0130 howrs, night of 2-3 Novenbar 
1957. Size of the object was estimated from that of a | 
basketball to that.of an object 200 feet tn length. | | 


%. The musual espect of this incident ves the statement by 
| _° & number of observers that their car's ignition stopped 
ant | completely during the occurrences. . | | 


ce In a matter of hows this incident was given nation-wide | 
publicity by the nation's press, racio and TY networks. | 

Foo the next 72 hours ATIC and Headquarters USAF were deluged 

“with a flood of UFO reports, the majority of observers | 
claiming to have encountered a somewhat similar phencmenca: 

a daszling bluish-white object, generally oval in shape, : 
gem swooping down o> floating neardy - that stopped their car's Ca 
ae eae The reports were frou persons of some stending in 

‘\their cormamities casually reporting seeing the objects to 
ger Ee those insisting that the “blue lights" stopped their cars in. 

a gL: a vy trafzic in the ; 3 of perce cities) ‘Curing: berond @ay~ ; : 
ipfie Ogee pitt ae hte te % | : i: Eee 3 | 
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ee 4. eritensive a Bie dey tone 4 ali tn? feretion, not cere Teliy wi 
“ee 2 lat (gtyverm by newspapers andlother media cfavicusly, -FPoo exaxples | 
it was pitch dark, rain and mist was feliing, a very lov | 
cellirg existed, there were lisc*sing Gischerges, acd the 
sightings. took plate near an *Sea wheve #30248 ansea fron 
‘ o11 operations were being warned. In some (ostances, faulty 
ignition systems anc neer freezing temperatures were Found 
@uring the investigations. 


e. A puaber of tre observers interviewed atmitted the ypresence 
of lightning cz flashes cf ifsgnat.° The prime source could not 
- be located for ictarview ene interrogations by USAF investigators. 


2.. After exhaustive studies and analyses by the Air Force, and 
in full collavderation with cutside scientists end experts, 
it was concloted that the Sighting wes Cue to a very rere — 
lightaing poenowenca - ball lighteing. No definite con- 
clusion has been seanhall aa TeRAT Cine the possible effecta oF 
ball lightning om ignition systems. Sees agreed thet the 

: combination ef conditions existing in the area a the time 


2 were definitely conducive to ‘the calalnities A study cf tre 
% \ very few existing) photographs! of eactusl bal] lightning 
che eens) Se ponds | 
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LOCATION 


7S «a pf 
Guill of Mexico 


Springfield, .- Ohio 
Kearney, Nebraska 
Eslin AFB, Florida 


Sarasota, Florida 

Hilton, New York —— 
Travis County Prison, Georgia 
Great Neck, New York — 


Theriot, Louisiana 


Rochester, New York 
Williams Bay, Wisconsin 
Port Arthur, Canada 

Green Bay, Wisconsin 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Aiken, South Carolina vo * 
Woodstock, Georgia 

Delevan, Wisconsin 

Scotia, Nebraska : 
SSW of New Orleans, Louisiana 
Wentzville, Missouri 
Walworth, Wisconsin 

St Louis, Missouri 

long Beach, California 
Finland A®S, Minnesota 
Atlantic (Not Given/R Zone) 
Regina, New Mexico 
Newburgh, New York 

Cimili RCAF Station, Canada 
Towner, North Dakota 
Roseourg, Oregon 

Lynchburg, Virginia 


Military 
Military & Civilian 
Military 


Chattanooga, Tenness2e (CASE MISSING) Civilian 
y . 


W Port Washington, washington 
Steelrock, Orezon 
illinois, Wisconsin, Missouri 


Batonton, New Jersey 
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1ong eee Californis 
Paris, “Tllinois (ca: 33 MISSING) 
San Antonio, Texas 

Manses City, Missouri 

ew Orleans, Louisiana 
n Diezo, Calitorni 


52 i2 
Williams Fay A¥S,wisconsin 
Santa Ye, New Mexico 
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_ insufficient Data 


i VALUALTION 


l. Astro (MSTSOR) 
2, Rad: Other (SPURIOU 
RSTURL! 
Other (GROUNDLIGIT 
Other (4OLX) 
Other (MALFUNCTION/ ar: 
INTERFERENCE) 
Aircraft , 
Aircraft | 
Aircraft | 
Aircraft | 
Astro (VErUS) | 
Aircraft ! 
| 
| 
| 
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Astro (VZNUS) 
Astro (VENUS) 
Insufficient Data 
Aircraft | 
Astro (VENUS) . 
Other (UNRELIABLE RSFO 
Aircraft 

Other (UNRELIABLE R&PO 
Insufficient Data 
Aircraft 9 
Balloon 

Astro (VENUS) 
Other (MIRAGE) ~ 
Astro (VENUS) 
Astro (METEOR) 
Insufficient Data 


- — = — == 


Insufficient Lata 
Astro (VENUS) 
Astro (VzNUS) 
Astro (AURORA) : 
Astro (METEOR) : 
Sstro (VENUS) | 
Astro (VENUS) 
Astro (AURORA) 
insufficient vata 
SOLS | ( V2 P2NUS) 
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(F) NONE 


(3) | NONE, oA | a | 
¢9) . NONE a 
(13) NONE 
(44) 2ND LT PAUL W. FIELDS, DUTY DIRECTOR, 686TH ACW SQUADRON, 
| WALKER AFB, NEW MEXICO, NO COMMENT ON POSSIBLE CAUSE. 
(12) NONE en 
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